DATE
Congressman (your Congress person’s name)
(your Congress person’s address)
Dear Congress (your congress person’s name):
I am writing to request your assistance on behalf of The North Country National Scenic Trail which, when completed, will have over 1000 miles of hiking trail within the State of Ohio. This trail has a proposed route that runs from New York to North Dakota and there are currently 1800 miles of off-road trail completed. Much of this trail in Ohio runs on the tread of the Buckeye Trail. 
Currently there is a “willing seller” bill before the House Subcommittee on National Parks, Forest and Public Lands.

The bill, H.R. 1847, would provide federal agencies with the authority to acquire land and easements from willing sellers for nine National Scenic and Historic Trails. The federal government cannot purchase land for these trails, although no such restrictions exist for the sixteen other scenic and historic trails in the National Trails’ system. 
Congress provided this willing seller authority for the newest of these trails, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail, when it was authorized in 2006. Frankly, without this authority, we have no hope of ever completing the North Country National Scenic Trail.
A bill identical to H.R. 1847 was passed by the Senate by unanimous consent in the 108th Congress. Two nearly identical versions passed the House in the 106th and 107th Congresses, also by unanimous consent, but never cleared the Senate. I am enclosing some background information about this issue and the legislation,

Please help secure passage of this important legislation by co-sponsoring H.R. 1847 and encouraging the National Parks Subcommittee to promptly take favorable action on it.

I truly hope you will agree to my request for help. I know that I speak for most of the 1200 Buckeye Trail Association members.
Sincerely,
YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS
